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Feedback on the draft revised Annex VI: Improving GHG emissions 
calculation for the biogas and biomethane sector 

Biogas Danmark represents more than 90 per cent of the Danish biogas/biomethane production. Denmark has one 

of the most advanced biogas / biomethane sectors within the European Union where more than 40 per cent of the 

natural gas consumption has been substituted and the sector is important for the sustainable development in other 

sectors (agriculture, waste etcetera).  

 

The revision of the Annex VI of the RED is critically important for our sector. Especially in relation to ensuring a 

transparent market where there is a willingness to pay a premium price for green solutions. 

 

Standard and best practice 

Biogas Danmark welcomes the introduction of standard and best practices in regard to methane leakages and 

residual gas potential in the digestate. However, the current draft leads to uncertainty and needs to be clarified.  

 

It is especially important that there are different ways and methods to qualify for best practice.  

 

In regard to residual methane potential retention time is only one of several options. Pretreatment of the feedstock 

to enhance the digestibility and post-treatment of the digestate should have equal strength just like cooling of the 

digestate. Post-treatment could be separation and special treatment of the fibre fraction (pyrolysis, incineration or 

composting). The important issue is that the target can be achieved through different options and also vary 

depending on the feedstock and the technology on the individual plant. 

 

We have understood that the 2024 JRC report is expected to lay the basis for interpretation of the legal text. Here we 

need to stress that some of the proposals in the JRC report will not be useable. This is especially regarding the 

connection of the safety valves to the flare. This is impossible on larger biogas plants and will probably not be 

accepted by the authorities as this may interfere with the safety of the plant.  

 

The table in the draft Annex refers to the remaining methane potential being “below the proposed default emission 

factor for open digestate storage”. However, it is not clear what this default emission factor refers to. This needs to 

be clarified. 

 

In addition, it should be emphasised that the list of examples of best practices is optional – the reading must be “or” 

– not “and” underlining it is not necessary to meet all of them. 

 

Finally we expect that the Danish biogas sector will be home-safe in regard to the leak detection as the Danish 

authorities have included a mandatory LDAR program in the national implementation of the directive.   

 

Co-digestion plants 
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Biogas and biomethane plants are by nature based on co-digestion of several feedstocks. It is crucial that the 

practice of calculating disaggregated emissions - based on the actual biogas/biomethane produced from each 

feedstock, according to its respective energy content in respect of the mass-balance principle - is re-introduced.  

 

The batch-wise handling of biomethane from the different feedstocks  was well established in the market before 

January 2024 and needs to re-introduced as this is an important tool to deliver into the growing market of sectors 

sourcing green fuels. 

 

This should be followed by an alignment of auditing rules across the voluntary schemes in the revision of the 

Implementing Regulation 2022/996 in order to avoid diverging interpretations. 

 

New feedstock 

Biogas Danmark welcome the introduction of default values for new feedstocks. The list should, however include 

other feedstocks: 

• Intermediate crops and catch crops. 

• Grass harvested to protect the aquatic environment by removing nitrates from vulnerable land.  

 

Here the main issue is to remove nitrate from areas with high risk of leaching and recirculate the nitrate on robust 

land as a fertilizer. Here the production of biogas/biomethane is a by-product to the environmental protection and 

this should be encouraged in the calculation of the emissions. This should apply both to grass and other perennial 

crops (such as clover) grown within the crop rotation and on permanent grassland.   

 

Process energy 

In addition to adding new feedstocks the revision should also include default values for cases where electricity is not 

self-produced from biogas or biomethane including when the electricity is procured from the grid or is self-produced 

from other sources (wind or solar). 

 

Transition period 

It is crucial there will be an adequate transition period to make it possible for the existing biogas and biomethane 

producers to adapt to the new set up – especially to ensure they can qualify for the best practice. Here it is important 

to acknowledge that it may take a long time to get the necessary permits from the authorities. 

 

Avoid parallel systems 

The biogas / biomethane sector will be key in the future CCS and CCU sectors. Here it should be made clear that 

biogenic CO2 captured from sustainable biomethane production is also sustainable in relation to the CO2 part of the 

biogas. Hence it should be avoided to have parallel certification / documentation systems. 

 

Final remarks 

Biogas Danmark shall further refer to the more detailed comments from the European Biogas Association. 


